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Kirsten Gauci, Teacher, St. Joseph School Blata |l-Bajda

Taking part in the Erasmus+ Job Shadowing experience in Augusta, Sicily, from the 26th to
the 28th of May, was both eye-opening and energising. Immersed in the daily rhythm of a
local state school, the 4° Istituto Comprensivo Domenico Corso, | was able to observe first-
hand how the Italian education system functions across early years and primary settings.
Lessons ranged from core subjects like Italian, English as a foreign language, Maths, and
Science to more holistic areas such as Circle Time and Pet Education. Each offering a new

lens through which to reflect on my own practice.

One element that struck me was how confidently children engage with subject-based
learning from as early as Kindergarten, supported by a dual-teacher system and full-day
school structure. Of particular interest, was the strong commitment to inclusion, at times,
up to five adults were present in the classroom to ensure that all students, regardless of
ability, received the support they needed. This not only facilitated the smooth flow of
lessons but also ensured that every learner was genuinely guided and given what they

deserved to thrive.

Although the visit aligned with the end of the scholastic year, resulting in some changes to
regular lessons, it still offered a wealth of insight. Thanks to the detailed planning of Ms.
Marisa Deguara and Ms. Roberta Romeo, the experience ran smoothly. | return inspired,
reflective, and more determined than ever to keep evolving my teaching, fostering
creativity, collaboration, critical thinking, and communication in the classroom to meet the

diverse needs of every 21st-century learner.
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