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TRAINING IN BREMEN - TESTIMONIAL
Aliceanne Micallef - Primary Mathematics Support Teacher (SfCE)

The Maths in Mind Training Programme, held at the International School of Bremen from
23rd-25th April, was a highly valuable professional development experience. Funded through
Erasmus and coordinated by the Secretariat for Catholic Education, the training offered an
in-depth exploration of the core ideas and pedagogies of Maths Mastery.

Led by an expert in the field, participants engaged deeply with the four key pillars of Maths
Mastery, explored the extensive use of manipulatives, and actively practised strategies such as
journaling, bar modelling, and collaborative learning.

The programme which brought together educators from 9 different primary church schools,
fostered rich opportunities for professional dialogue, sharing of best practices, and
collaboration among educators, all aimed at promoting deep conceptual understanding in the
mathematics classroom.

The training truly echoed William Paul Thurston’s belief that "Mathematics is not about
numbers, equations, or algorithms — it is about understanding." It was a unique and inspiring
experience that has equipped participants with enhanced strategies to strengthen maths
teaching and to disseminate these practices effectively within our local educational context.
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